March 2 Ash Wednesday
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Ash Wednesday begins Lent, the 40 days that lead from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday. In
Lent we consider the ways that our faith-filled commitments have become dull and consider
renewal. Ash Wednesday begins this journey.

Ash Wednesday is an old celebration. Since the 10th century, ashes have been used to visibly
remind worshipers of our mortality. Today, Ash Wednesday is celebrated in many Christian
denominations. When we apply ashes to our forehead, we do so with a line from Genesis, “you
are dust and to dust to shall return.”” We will all die someday. God is in control of this basic
reality, not us.

In Lent, we are invited to live into the reality that through the goodness and mercy of God, all of
who we are belongs. Nothing about us or our experience is wasted or hated; even the difficult
parts will be used in our favor. In fact, what we consider to be broken and a mess are the very
openings for being with God, who is love. The fruits of this sacred belonging, or union, with God
are love and new life. Traditionally, Lent has be observed through fasting, prayer and acts of
compassion. This year, we invite you to also to befriend all the shadows and messy matters of
our lives.

“Finally I am coming to the conclusion that my highest ambition is to be what | already am.
That | will never fulfill my obligation to surpass myself unless I first accept myself, and if |
accept myself fully in the right way, | will already have surpassed myself.”” (Thomas Merton)

Welcome to the journey!



Please join in reading or singing those parts of the service printed in bold.
T When this symbol precedes an element of the service,

please rise in body or spirit, as able

WELCOME AND INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENT
PRELUDE

1CALL TO WORSHIP
From dust we came, and to dust we shall return
We belong to God
We gather in compassion, we gather in confidence
We belong to God
This day at the beginning of Lent, at every moment of our lives
We belong to God

THYMN 415 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy RESTORATION
OPENING PRAYER
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 58:1-12
SECOND LESSON Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

MEDITATION Dusty Kristen Sommerfeld

PRAYER AND REFLECTION ON REPENTANCE

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will not

despise.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your
abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our
iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our transgressions, and our
sin is ever before us.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-excamination.

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will not
despise.
Against you, you alone, have we sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so
that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach us wisdom in the secret of
our hearts. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will not
despise.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do
not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
O Lord, open our lips, and our mouths will declare your praise. For you have no
delight in sacrifice; if we were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will not
despise. Stlence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

God creates in us a new heart. God puts a new and right spirit within us.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; God will not despise a broken
and contrite heart.

God hears our prayers and forgives us.
We thank God for it.

THYMN 836 Abide with Me EVENTIDE
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVATION OF THE LENTEN DISCIPLINE

RESPONSES

Choose this day whom you will serve;
We will choose the living God.

The road is narrow that leads to life;
We will walk the way of Christ.

Faith is not our holding on;
Faith is letting go.

We offer more than words, O God;
We offer you our lives.

DEPARTURE AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES
As you exit the sanctuary a worship leader will mark the sign of the cross on your forehead,
while saying the words from Genesis, "Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”
You are invited to respond, ““In life and in death, | belong to God.”
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